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Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1-3 are objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 1 and 

2, line 2 the term " said token" should be -a token-; in claim 1 , line 1 the term "on 
behalf of its owner" should be -on behalf of the user-; in claim 1 , line 4 the term "to 
obtain the present date" should be -to obtain a present date-; in claim 1 and 2, line 6-7 
the term "the security level desired for the token operations" should be -the security 
level of desired operation for the token; in claim 3, line 6 the term "the present date" 
should be -a present date-; in claim 3, line 9 the term "in which user is exempt" should 
be -in which the user is exempt-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "in a user device which communicates 
with system terminals on behalf of its owner and has authentication means for user 
logon, the improvement wherein said token has at least one mode" cannot be 
ascertained, because the specification fails to disclose what the user device is. For the 
sake of persecution user device will be regarded as the token in line 2. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Independent claim 1-4 are drawn towards a user device which communicates 
with system terminals on behalf of its owner and has authentication means for user 
logon, the improvement wherein said token has at least one mode in which a user is 
exempt from said logon for a predefined period, and includes functions to obtain the 
present date and/or time from said terminal in order to check for expiration based on 
said predefined period, whereby said user can adjust the required logon frequency 
depending on the security level desired for token operations. In order for a method 
claim to be statutory, it must result in useful, tangible and concrete result. In this 
instance there is no result of the claimed invention. The mere act of adjusting the 
required logon frequency depending on the security level desired for the token 
operations does not cause any action resulting in a tangible output result. Therefore 
the claims invention as claimed does not meet the statutory requirement of tangible 
result of 35 U.S.C 101. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wood et 
al. (US 6,609,198). 

Regarding claims 1-4, Wood discloses a user device, which communicates with 
system terminals (col. 3, lines 55-57; col. 5, lines 15-24) on behalf of its owner and has 
authentication means for user logon (col. 3, lines 6-12; col. 4, lines 66-68; col. 5, lines 1- 
7); improvement wherein said token has at least one mode in which a user is exempt 
from said logon for a predefined period (col. 9, lines 46-51 ; col. 8, lines 28-35); and 
includes functions to obtain the present date/or time from said terminal in order to check 
for expiration based on said predefined period (col. 8, lines 28-32; col. 8 lines 56-59); 
wherein the user can adjust the required logon frequency depending on the security 
level desired for token operation (col. 2, lines 57-63). 

Regarding claims 2-4, the limitation of claim 2-4 are similar in scope as claim 1, 
therefore claim 2-4 are rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 . 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esteve Mede whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1594. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30-5:00 PM, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantz Jules can be reached on 571-272-6681. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Esteve Mede 
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